Clatsop CASA Program Annual Report

Working Toward a Voice for Every Child:

Court Appointed Special Advocates
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placed into safe
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4674 hours
volunteered, a
savings of
$106,334 in paid
staff

2015-16

Mission

The mission of the Clatsop
CASA Program, Inc. is to pro-
vide trained volunteers to
speak for the best interest of
abused and neglected children
in Clatsop County’s court and
child welfare systems. Clatsop
CASA promotes and supports
quality volunteer representa-
tion for children, and assists
CASA volunteers as they ad-
vocate for children to achieve
permanency in safe, nurturing
homes.

Clatsop CASA is also dedicat-
ed to participating in communi-
ty collaborations to enhance
service delivery systems and
strengthen family functioning in
order to encourage permanent
homes for every child in our
community.



Thirteen new CASAs were sworn in during the last year

Volunteer Spotlight

Jody grew up in the suburbs of Chicago before her family moved to lowa, a
wonderful place to raise children. While visiting, they discovered the Oregon
Coast and fell in love with the area. Jody and her husband decided to retire
early and they found just the right spot on the North Coast to call home.

Reading, walking on the beach, volunteering at the food pantry in Gearhart,
and working on helping women with scholarship opportunities are just a few of
the things Jody does in her spare time. She was a teacher for 27 years and
has taught students from every continent except for Antarctica.

While Jody’s daughter was in law school in Portland she heard a presentation
from CASA and thought that her mom would be a perfect fit. She encouraged
Jody to become a volunteer. Jody kept CASA on her radar for some time and
eventually did the training and made the commitment to become a CASA
volunteer.

Jody has found the CASA work to be rewarding, and she likes to challenge
herself by stepping outside of her comfort zone. The biggest highlight for Jody
has been the chance to get to know the children and to understand their
needs so that she can advocate on their behalf. She says that her biggest
struggle as a CASA is “feeling that children are unhappy and struggling with
decisions made by adults that may or may not be in their best interest.” Her
role as a CASA allows for her to be a voice for children in the foster care
system and to speak on their behalf.

We are grateful for Jody and all our volunteers whose service to children
continues to make a big difference in their lives!

Becoming a CASA

CASA volunteers are ordinary people
doing extraordinary things; each one
of them dedicates a few hours a month
to be an advocate for a child in foster
care, willing to evaluate needs,
investigate solutions, and be a voice
for a child.

To become a CASA, our volunteers
train for over 30 hours. They learn
about child welfare law, community
resources, and the many
circumstances that lead to children
entering foster care.

At the end of training, CASAs are
sworn in at the Clatsop County Circuit
Court, before accepting their first case.

Jody Heverly
CASA Volunteer since 2014
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From The Executive Director

It is truly an honor to take on a leadership role at
Clatsop CASA, a program that has been earning the
respect of the community for nearly 20 years. Since
January 2016, | have had the opportunity to meet
with our community partners, work with our Board
of Directors, and continue to achieve positive out-
comes for children with our fabulous staff, Program
Managers Ann Lederer and Chelsea Bergman, and
Office Manager Cassie Bruccheri.

We are so grateful to our volunteers and donors who
provide time and dollars to advocate for youth in
foster care. Our volunteers, who carve out a few
hours of their free time every month, come from all
walks of life. They are not only willing to learn the
often heartbreaking stories of the lives of the chil-
dren we serve, but they then step up to change
those lives for the better.

What unites our diverse donors and volunteers is
what unites all of us in this community: we want our
children to be happy. | look forward to another year
of working toward that goal.

With kind regards,

Julia Mabry

Expenses $241,348

Administration 17%

The CASA Board

Christian Zupancic, Attorney

Deborah Armington, Business Manager

Christine Lolich, R.N., Health Care Consultant
Tita Montero, Seaside City Council

Patsy Oser, Teacher-Librarian

Phil Spencer, Chef

Sari Vedenoja-Hartman, Salon Vervé

Hon. Sen. Betsy Johnson, Honorary Board Member
Also members in 2015-16

Chris Dugan, Seaside Fire Marshall

Sherri Crawford, Child & Family Advocate

Jill Smith, Shellfish Biologist

New members in 2016-17

Kristin Freund, Educator

Rachel Larsen, Branch Manager Columbia Bank




Thank you, Donors!

$5,000-15,000 City of Seaside - Babette Heimbuch - Meyer Memorial Trust - John & Janet Nybakke - United
Way of Clatsop County $1,000-4,999 Deborah & William Armington - Chris & Liz Beckman - Bridgewater
Bistro - City of Astoria - City of Cannon Beach - City of Gearhart - Columbia Memorial Hospital - Fred Meyer -
William Gaylord - Diane Heintz - Steve & Jody Heverly - Duane & Rebecca Johnson - Samuel S. Johnson
Foundation - Jubitz Family Foundation - Dr. Raymond & Dr. Jennifer Lund - Elizabeth Martin - Edith Miller -
Gerry Swenson - Erik Thorsen - TLC Federal Credit Union - Wimahl Family Clinic Inc. $200-999 Burr & Sally
Allegaert - Astoria Coffee House - Steve Emmons & James Atteberry - Bank of the Pacific - Max & Judy Bigby -
Beverly Bobek - Bowpicker Fish & Chips - Matt Brown - Blair Henningsgaard & Honorable Paula Brownhill -
Bruce's Candy Kitchen - Pamela Cartwright - Craft 3 - Mary & Jon Englund - Fred Meyer Rewards - Lylla &
James Gaebel - Gary & Cindy Gillam - Sari Vedenoja-Hartman - Haystack Gallery - Hees Enterprises, Inc. -
Elnora Hertig Trust - Dr. Robert & Camille Holland - Knutsen Insurance - Cliff & Arline LaMear - Ann Lederer &
Scott Reuter - Lektro, Inc. - Alberta Levy - Dr. Roy & Bonnie Little - Christine Lolich - Fergus & Tamara
Loughran - Martin Hospitality - Madeline Miller - Roger Rocka & Jan Mitchell - Moms Club of Astoria Oregon -
Honorable Phil & Becky Nelson - Janet Niemi - Northwest Natural Gas - Julie Olsen - Wendy & Ted Osborn -
David & Patsy Oser - Larry & Shirley Perkins - Cindy Price - Steve & Linda Richman - Pat & Peter Roscoe -
Salmon For All - Alice & Paul Stull - Daniel & Kim Supple - US Bank - Wet Dog Cafe/Astoria Brewing - Dawn
Young $10-199 Jared Acuna - Stephan Allen - Sue Altstadt - AmazonSmile - E. Diane Amos - Dr. Scott & Christy
Ashley - Astoria Cooperative - Ernie Atkinson - Janet Barsy - Elaine Bauer - William Berg - Kelly Beringer - Barbara
& Robert Blue - Ronald Borgardt - Roberta Brice - Brims Farm & Garden - Terrence Brooks - Wayne & Teresa
Brown - CAC Services, Inc. - Judi Cahill - Cannon Beach Book Company - Jack Cartwright - Tess Chedsey -
Columbia State Bank - COSTCO - Richard Crass - Sherri Crawford - Cindy Daly - Michael & Mary Davies - John &
Jane Emrick - Margaret Fasano - Gino Fellin - Karen Flynn - Del & Cheri Folk - Linda & Ronald Ford - Carol Gearin -
Gimre's Shoes - Susana Gladwin - Rosella Grafton - Greg Dunbar - Dennis & Sharon Hale - Roger Adams & Barbara
Hansel - J.W. Hatfield - Breanne Heavenrich - Dan Hegley - Highlife Adventures - Dalad Hilton - Robert Holboke -
Todd Holm - Karen Joan Hoyt - Julie Huffman - Linda Hutton - McLaren Innes - Mark Jacobs - Jenny Jacques -
Cheryl Johnson - Ed Johnson - Tom & Ione Johnson - Beth Kandoll - Nancy Karacand - Suzanne Kindland - Belinda
Kruger - Sarah Lambert - Marilyn Lane - Charlene Larsen - Lynda Lathrop - Judith & Brian Mahoney - Denise
Manewal - Viviana Matthews - M. Lynn McConnell - Gae

Contact Us

Clatsop CASA Program
PO Box 514
Astoria, OR 97103

- Jerry Ostermiller - Joseph & Charlotte Paliani - Angel Petite -

Rub - Dennis & Mary Lee Saulsbury - Mary Ann & George
(503) 338-6063
+ Clay & Deilla Smith - Jill Smith - Diane Somers - June Spence -

casa@clatsopcasa.org

Visit us on the web at  Chrissy Washburn - Peter & Janet Weidman - Jean Williams -

We look forward to - Melanie Wyrwitzki - Maria Zavalza - Andrea Wahl & Christian
hearing from you! Zupancic

Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of this list.
Please accept our sincere apologies for any errors or omissions.

McLaughlin - Patricia J. Morrow - Mo's Cannon Beach - Merianne
Myers - Carol Newman - Norma's Seafood & Steak - John Nygaard

Sandra Polishuk - Katie Rathmell & Mindy Stokes - Howard & Ann

Schmeltzer - Barry Sears DC - Virginia Selberg - Harriett Sheridan

John & Susan Spring - Sean Stanley - Lu Thornton - Susan Turner

Tom & Deborah Wilson - Ron Woltjer & Honorable Cindee Matyas

2015-16 CANAS

Nicole Adamczyk - Amanda Adams -
Burr Allegaert - Meegan Andersen -
(indy Beckman - Maritza Beltran -
(Chelsea Bergman - Beverly Bobek -
Bob Bogar - Peggy Bondurant - Cassie
Bruccheri - Nadine Campbell-Davis -
Pamela Cartwright - Tess Chedsey -
(Charles Clayton - Peggy Cook - Mike
Covert - Kelly Cox - Cindy Daly - Kate
Darling - Ayla DeCoraggio - Denise
Duhachek - Liz Covey - Savannah Evans
- Bree Heavenrich - Diane Heintz - Jody
Heverly - Camille Holland - Jan Horning
- Ed Johnson - Aimee Lathon - Ann
Lederer - Alberta Levy - Julia Mabry -
Elizabeth Marston - Vivana Matthews -
Molly McManus-Oliver - Jan Mitchell -
Bobbi Rae Myers - Ted Oshorn -
Wendy Osborn - Angel Petite - Tawni
Regier - Laura Sarin - Carol Servino -
Harriet Sheridan - Kelly Smitherman -
Julie Snyder - Christine Streibeck -
Jenny Thompson - Lu Thornton - Kelly

Tussing - Wendy Whiteside - Lauren
Wilson - Ralph Wirfs - Laura Worwood

Thank you also to our
in-Kind donors!

Ohana Media Group
iFocus Consulting
Bussert Law & Associates

and the many wonderful
restaurants and
individuals who
provided space, music,
gifts, food and drinks for
our fundraising events




